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ABLAZE: Fire engulfs the Gold Rush Golf shed only a month before its opening date at Warrenheip. Pictures: Narelle White
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By Billy Crossland

JUST a month before it was due to
open, part of Ballarat’s newest tour-
ist attraction has been destroyed by
fire.

Flames engulfed the Gold Rush
Golf shed on the Western Hwy in
Warrenheip, which contained two
nine-hole courses, about 11am yes-
terday.

The Country Fire Authority is still
investigating the cause of the blaze,
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Fire engulfs new tourist park

but it is not being treated as sus-
picious.

A 40-year-old man was taken to
Ballarat Health Services Base Hos-
pital with smoke inhalation and
minor burns.

Project director of the $1.7 million
mini-golf theme park Wayne

Johnston said the loss was ‘‘devastat-
ing”. “We’ve been working our guts
out, four weeks away from opening it
up and there’s thousands and thou-
sands of man hours gone into it and
it’s burnt to the ground,” he said.

“It took three-and-a-half years to
get to this point and it just goes in
two hours.”
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BATTLE: re crew mmbers try to
save the Gold Rush Golf shed at
Warrenheip. 011106NW1B
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